
LAW AND POLICY OF TARGETING IN MILITARY OPERATIONS
MILITARY BRIEFING

S8  I MAISON DE LA PAIX, CHEMIN EUGÈNE-RIGOT 2 I GENEVA | THURSDAY 9 NOVEMBER I 19:00  - 20:30

© U.S. Army

THE GENEVA ACADEMY A JOINT CENTER OF



Contemporary military operations are constrained not only 
by legal principles, but extensive policy considerations as 
well. Actions otherwise lawful under the law of armed 
conflict may nevertheless have broader repercussions 
modern militaries need to take into account when planning 
and conducting them, in particular when the operations 
may involve civilian losses acceptable under the law. In 
addition, engagements undertaken by coalition forces 
may be subject to different legal obligations by each of the 
parties in question, necessitating adequate policy standards 
for joint action.

Taking into account the experience of coalition forces 
in various recent and ongoing armed conflict situations 
such as Syria, Iraq and Yemen, this briefing will address 
the practical issues involved from the perspective of both 
law and policy. 
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SPEAKER

Chris Jenks is an Assistant Professor of Law at SMU Dedman School of Law, Texas. He has served as an officer in the US 
Army for over 20 years. He has been chief of the International Law Branch of the Office of The Judge Advocate General 
and has most recently been appointed Special Counsel to the US Department of Defense General Counsel at the Pentagon.

AUDIENCE AND REGISTRATION

This Military Briefing is primarily open to Geneva Academy students, but external participants may be admitted based on 
available seating. Those interested in participating need to register via the online form on the Geneva Academy’s website.

 
ABOUT THE MILITARY BRIEFINGS 

Military Briefings are a unique series of events relating to military institutions and the law. They aim to improve our 
students’ knowledge of military actors and operations and build bridges between the military and civilian worlds.
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